Combining protease inhibitors with new drug classes in treatment-experienced patients.
The availability of new drugs in existing classes and new drugs in new classes has enabled better management of the treatment-experienced patient. This review will highlight the advances in the field and the new goals of therapy for this patient population. The treatment-experienced patient on a failing regimen should receive a new combination of at least two, and ideally three, new agents that includes a drug within a new class. The goal of therapy is suppression of viral replication to less than 50 copies/ml. The new protease inhibitors with activity against strains with resistance to earlier members of the class are an important backbone to the new therapy given their high barrier to resistance. The treatment-experienced patient can now be successfully managed with new agents and new classes of antiviral agents.